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James A. Donahue Inaugurated as President of Saint Mary’s College
Saint Mary's welcomed a new president on Oct. 11 with a moving inaugural ceremony on the Chapel
Lawn. In his inaugural address, the president told an audience of about 900 that his plans for the college
are "nothing monumental. We're just looking to change the world. ... We'll do that one student at a
time." Noting that Saint Mary's has been seen as a "hidden gem," he added, "Now we aim to become a
highly visible 'polished gem.' One that illuminates the landscape of higher education." Read more.
President Donahue’s inaugural address
Inaugural poem by former U.S. Poet Laureate Robert Hass ’63
More inauguration information
Photos from Inauguration Events
The day was filled with colorful sights, from the Inaugural Mass in the morning to a community lunch
with student entertainment to the inauguration ceremony on the Chapel Lawn. View the photo gallery.
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Video of the Inauguration
Couldn’t be there in person? Watch the ceremony in this video of the event.
Inaugural Symposium on the Value of a Catholic Liberal Arts Education
What is it that makes a Catholic liberal arts education distinct, and even desirable? An Inaugural
Symposium explored the question. Read more and view a photo gallery of the event.
Inauguration in the News
• Saint Mary's presidential inauguration was featured in the Contra Costa Times and other area media.
Read more.
